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. COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20348 


| OLE 277-5040 | 


B-163058 November 16, 1977 


The Honorable Stansfield Turner 
Director, Central Intelligence Agency 


Dear Admiral Turner: 


This is in response to your letter of October 19, 1977, 
regarding our request for information on the Soviet bomber 
threat to the Continental United States. 


E share your concern about the handling of sensitive 
foreign intelligence assessments. As you recognize, however, 
there are certain areas where the General Accounting Office 
requires the opinions of the intelligence community in order 
to present factual and balanced reports to the Congress. 

We believe that the type of substantive briefings on 
selected matters that your letter proposes will meet our 


‘needs. We will forward all requests for briefings through 


a central point in GAO to be arranged with your Office of 
Legislative Counsel. 


With regard to the postscript in your letter, we 
expressed our concern to the Secretary of Defense on July 14, 
1977, (enclosure) about the continuing problem of release to 
the press of sensitive information from draft reports 
forwarded by us to the Department of Defense for review and 
comment. The Office of the Secretary of Defense has consistently 
refused to limit the number of copies of our reports that are 
circulated for review and comment so that appropriate controls 
could be maintained to prevent premature release. We have, 
therefore, decided to take steps, on our own, to restrict 


‘circulation of some of our draft reports. In the future, for 


example, we may decide not to submit written reports for 
comment, and solicit only informal comments from selected 
officials when they deal with particularly sensitive matters. 
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We certainly share your interest in limiting the disclosure 
of highly sensitive data. I believe the steps you propose, - 
and those that we are taking, will enable both of us to 
discharge our responsibilities to the Congress with a minimum. 


of risk. 
Sinc ly yours, 
ALLL LA eX, 
Comptroller General 
of the United States 
Enclosure 
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COMPTROLLER GENERAL. OF THE UNITED STATES 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20348 


“MUL 14 1977 


The Honorable — | . > oe ee 
The Secretary of Defense . ana? 


Gear Mr. Secretary: 


I-am deeply concerned over the continuing problem of the 
premature release to the press of classified and sensitive draft 
reports forwarded to the Departcsent of Defense for review and 
consent. oes 4! _ # ee 

The latest such incident involved our report on the proposed . . 
sale of the E-3 Afrborne Warning and Control System (ANACS) to _.. 
Tran. The report, which was requested by a number of members of . 
Congress in anticipation of forthcoming hearings, deals with 
sensitive foreicn policy and security matters. A draft was for- 
warded to the Office of the Secretary of Defense on Konday, duly 11 
and specific details appeared in an article in the Heshington Post 
this morning. It was clear from the article that the reporter had 
2 copy of our report or had been given free access to it. 


. 


AS you know, it has been our longstanding policy to have 
Departeent of Defensa officials coment on our reports before they 
are issued and to review then for appropriate security classification. 
A relatively large number of draft reports are furnished to the = = 
Office of the Secretary of Defense (05D) for those reviews. In the ---- 
past there have been substant{al numbers of premature disclosure of 

_~ oyr reports and because of the large number of copfes circulated, 
it would have been fmoossible to ascertain where the press obtatned 
{ts information. rin 28 ae 


Recently we attempted to linit the number of copies furnished 
to OSD when the subject matter of the raport was sensitive. In the 
case of the AXACS report we providad one copy to 950/Comptroller for 
security review and one for comnent by the Defense Security Assistance 

—_Asency. We are aware, however, that numerous copies were made and 


x 


eee 8 circulated throughout the Pentagon by OSD officials. This, of course, 


em 


. negates our attempts to restrict the opportunity for the unauthorized - 
release of our reports, ; 


I realize that it is very difficult to prevent leaks of news- - 
worthy information but I believe it is incumbent on our respective 
staffs to make every effort to protect such information until the 
appropriate time for its release. I would apprecfate your calling 
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* {t would be advisable for our staffs to work out revised eroesures 
for handling sensitive reports in the future. ; 


Hr, Jerone H, Stolarow, Deputy Director of our Procurement and © 
Systems Acquisition Division will be fn charge of this effort. 1 
would eppresy etsy diel acai! & person to work with Ha bi this 
matter. — A - 


Sincerely yours, — 


CT foe 


Comptroller General 
of the lice rome 
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Brown at your meeting with 
him this afternoon. It 
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him on the Soviet bomber 
threat. We don't believe 
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